
When tourism encounters development: 
orphanage tourism and its impacts 

Tess Guiney 

University of Otago 



Orphanage Tourism 

ÅVisiting, attending cultural performances or volunteering 
at orphanages overseas 



Fieldwork 
Å Semi-structured interviews and focus groups 

Å 85 key informants: 

Å 37 orphanages/NGOs working with orphans 

Å 46 orphanage directors or staff 

Å 32 orphanage volunteers  

Å 7 representatives from 3 NGOs working against orphanage 
tourism 

 



Cambodian Orphanages 
ÅAt least 269 

Å21 state run 

Å75% increase in five years to 2010; 75% increase in tourism 
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ÅInconsistencies with registration 

ÅOrphanage tourism is significant in Cambodia 




