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·Research issue and questions 

·Theoretical framework and background to the issue 

·Methodology and case study (Cambodia) 

·Key point: Agency and Development are central to this issue 

·Key point: NGOs have a unique place in the sex trafficking debate 

·Key point: Case-sensitive microfinance programmes are a step 
toward countering the harmful cycle 

·Conclusion  





 Ȱ4ÈÅ recruitment,  transportation,  transfer, harbouring or 
receipt of Persons, by means of threat or use of force or 
other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, deception, 
of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability  or of 
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve 
the consent of a person having control  over another 
person, for the purposes of exploitation . Exploitation  shall 
include, at a minimum,  the exploitation  of the prostitution  
of others or other forms of sexual exploitation,  forced 
labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery or 
servitude or the removal of organs.ȱ   
    (UN General Assembly, 2000) 

 

 





·What are the effects of an International Political Economy on gendered 
violence and the development agenda? 

· How has a globalised society conceptualised and mediated vulnerable 
women, particularly with regard to sex trafficking and agency in the 
global South? 

·What is unique about the way in which sex trafficking is manifested in 
the Cambodian context? 

· How can programmes endorsed by global non-governmental 
organisations better address sex trafficking in Cambodia in a more 
effective and efficient manner? 



·Power relations over the body 

·An international Political Economy (IPE) 

·Globalisation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEMAND            SUPPLY 



Louise Shelley (2010): 
·Research suggests that women and children have been among 

the largest losers of globalisation in the global South 
·Common narratives of trafficking include victimisation, only 

the poor uneducated, culturally not accepted to do anything 
but sex work after being removed 

· It is exploitation by both men and women 
·There are a variety of contributing causes, such as poverty, 

debt, armed conflicts, and tourism 
·Asian trafficking and crime groups operate differently to the 

rest of the world (this emphasises the need for contextual 
analysis) 

·No region or nation is left untouched 
 



·Qualitative analysis and literature review 

·Case study: Cambodia 

·A source, transit, and destination country for sex traffickers 

·Limited options in regards to income generation 

·Tier 2 in 2013 Trafficking in Persons Report (USA Department 
of State) 

  



·The sex trafficking industry strips women and children of 
their fundamental rights to security, to freedom, and to not 
be held by slavery or servitude 

·)Ô ÉÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÆÏÒ #ÁÍÂÏÄÉÁȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÐÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÔÓ 
growing young population 

·When women take development into their own hands, they 
are able to cater sustainability to their own family, culture 
and needs 

 
 The crime of sex trafficking has been socially constructed as 
ÆÅÍÉÎÉÎÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ȰÇÅÎÄÅÒÅÄ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÓ ÏÎ ÐÁÓÓÉÖÉÔÙȟ ÉÇÎÏÒÁÎÃÅ 

ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÃÅȱ  
(Agustin, 2005:98; cited in Sullivan, 2010) 

 



·Prevention, Protection, Prosecution 

·They have the ability to work alongside women and 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÏÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃËÅÒÓȭ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ 
also integrate with both the government agencies and 
community to see through their recovery 

·Nvader, Hagar International, and Daughters of Cambodia 
are examples of how NGOs can address the sex trafficking 
trade in Cambodia, both domestically and regionally 




